The Elements of Narrative in Picture Book Art

How does an artist affect traditional elements of narrative 

  within the unique form of the picture book?




Plot


The arrangement of events  


Do illustrations accentuate or build upon key plot developments?


Do any of the illustrations convey events that aren’t related through words?


Do the illustrations set the pace of events in any ways?








Art and Narrative working together


As you consider the above questions, also try to identify the ways that specific elements of art are used to make the narrative successful.  For example:


If the characters are distinct, how does the illustrator’s use of line, color, or shape help create them?


If the artist uses “space” effectively, how does that contribute to the plot, setting, characterization, or theme?


How does the artistic composition (the arrangement of the elements of art on the page) impact the narrative in general, and on specific pages?








Theme


The unifying subject or idea   


Do the illustrations match the overall message of the book?


Do the illustrations reveal any themes or ideas that are not found in the words?


Could a reader get a sense for the theme just by looking at the illustrations?








Setting   


The time & place of the events  


Do illustrations create a distinct look and feel for the book?


Do the illustrations convey details of time and place that are not mentioned in words?


Do the illustrations match the tone or mood of the story?








Characterization   


The creation of characters  


Do the illustrations give us a feel for the characters’ individual qualities?


Do we learn anything about the characters from the illustrations that the words don’t tell us?


Are supporting characters also conveyed with distinctive artistry?
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