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Introduction

As the internet infrastructure continues to grow throughout the world, a new method of dispersing scholarly wisdom is becoming more viable and desirable - open access to scholarly journals. Increasing in its momentum, especially over the last two years, the open access movement is truly supporting our world-wide community by allowing global sharing of current scientific and scholarly research.   

This resource guide is a supplement to our presentation and offers useful information for those who wish to explore this topic further. For a more thorough introduction to the open access movement, see Peter Suber’s overview: http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm
Definitions
Open access: “Information content made freely and universally available via the Internet in easily read format, usually because the publisher maintains online archives to which access is free or has deposited the information in a widely known open access repository. Open access is a new model of scholarly publishing developed to free researchers and libraries from the limitations imposed by excessive subscription price increases for peer-reviewed journals.”  Dictionary for Library and Information Science (2004)


Open access journal: “A scholarly periodical that makes the full text of the articles it publishes universally and freely available via the Internet in easily read format, in some cases by depositing them immediately upon publication without embargo in at least one widely recognized open access repository. In this new model of scholarly communication, the costs of publication are recovered not from subscription fees, but from publication fees paid by authors out of their grant funds and from other sources. Dictionary for Library and Information Science (2004) 

Four Major Open Access Statements

For a more thorough list, see Peter Suber’s overview mentioned in the introduction or Charles Bailey’s bibliography listed on the last page.

Budapest Open Access Initiative (February 2002)

http://www.soros.org/openaccess/index.shtml
Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing (June 2003)

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm
Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and the Humanities (October 2003)

http://oa.mpg.de/openaccess-berlin/berlindeclaration.html
IFLA Statement on Open Access to Scholarly Literature and Research Documentation (2004)

http://www.ifla.org/V/cdoc/open-access04.html
Useful Resources 

Associations

ACRL – Association of College and Research Libraries

ACRL is the largest division of the American Library Association and is very active in the open access movement. In 2002 they launched their Scholarly Communication Initiative which supports increased access to scholarly information.  

http://acrl.org/ala/acrl/index.cfm
ARL – Association of Research Libraries

ARL has incorporated into their 2005-2009 strategic plan a goal to develop effective, sustainable, and economically viable models of scholarly communication that are barrier-free. Last month (July 2007), ARL, jointly with ACRL, sponsored a 2 ½ day workshop (Institute on Scholarly Communication) for academic librarians that addressed current issues in scholarly communication. 

http://www.arl.org/
CLA – Canadian Library Association: Task Force on Open Access

Within the last year, CLA has formed an open access task force with a mandate to draft policy and position statements regarding open access for CLA. 

http://www.cla.ca/about/committees/openaccessmandate.html
IFLA/FAIFE – International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions: Committee on Free Access to Information and Freedom of Expression

With over 1700 members from 150 countries around the world, IFLA is considered the global voice of the library profession. Their core values speak directly to the importance of freedom of access to information. FAIFE is a committee within IFLA that further supports free access to information and freedom of expression. FAIFE also defends and promotes basic human rights as defined in Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

http://www.ifla.org/faife/ 

SPARC – Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition

In reaction to the tremendous rise in journal prices through the 1990s, ARL librarians banded together and created SPARC.  Operating in collaboration with ARL, SPARC is an international alliance of academic and research librarians that are actively involved in correcting the imbalances of the scholarly publishing system.  The University of Alberta is a SPARC member. 

http://www.arl.org/sparc/index.html
University of Alberta Open Access

OA / U of A – Open Access Publishing Information for the University of Alberta Community 

This website is an excellent resource covering all areas of open access within the University of Alberta community including funding agencies, relationships with the Academy, news, publications, publishers, reading lists and information on how the University of Alberta Libraries are supporting open access. Open access publishing services are also provided.

http://blogs.library.ualberta.ca/oa/
Movers and Shakers

Michael Geist 
Geist is the Canada Research Chair of Internet and E-commerce Law at the University of Ottawa. He has obtained a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) degree from Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto, Master of Laws (LL.M.) degrees from Cambridge University in the UK and Columbia Law School in New York, and a Doctorate in Law (J.S.D.) from Columbia Law School. His blog covers issues on the Internet and law. Use quick search or Topic Column to find postings on Open Access.
http://www.michaelgeist.ca/content/blogsection/0/125/
Denise Koufogiannakis

Koufogiannakis is the Collections and Acquisitions Coordinator in Bibliographic Services at the University of Alberta, and is a member of the CLA Task Force on Open Access. Koufogiannakis has recently been chosen by Library Journal as one of 50 select librarians who are considered the ‘movers and shakers’ of 2007. She is the driving force behind the International Evidence-Based Librarianship movement and co-founded the new open access journal Evidence-Based Library and Information Practice. 

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/staff/denise_k/index.cfm
Heather Morrison 

Morrison is a Project Coordinator at BC Electronic Library Network housed at Simon Fraser University. Morrison co-chairs the Information Policy Committee of the British Columbia Library Association, and is a member of the Committee on Intellectual Property and Public Access Working Group on Information Policy of the Canadian Library Association. Morrison is also the E-LIS Editor for Canada. 

http://poeticeconomics.blogspot.com/
Peter Suber

Suber is a Senior Research Professor of Philosophy at Earlham College and a Senior Researcher at SPARC. He is also the Open Access Project Director at Public Knowledge. Suber is the author of the Open Access News blog and the SPARC Open Access Newsletter which are considered the most authoritative and up-to-date resources on open access.

Suber’s Open Access News blog:

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/fosblog.html
SPARC Open Access Newsletter:

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/newsletter/archive.htm
Suber’s comments and writings on the open access movement:

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/oawritings.htm
Suber’s homepage:

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/hometoc.htm
John Willinsky 

Willinsky is a professor at the University of British Columbia in the Department of Language and Literacy Education, and author of The Access Principle: The Case for Open Access to Research and Scholarship. In 1998 he spear-headed the Public Knowledge Project (PKP), a federally funded research initiative aimed at improving scholarly and public quality of academic research. PKP has developed free, open source software for the management, publishing, and indexing of journals called Open Journal Systems. The first ever international PKP Scholarly Publishing Conference was held in Vancouver, July 2007. 

Willinsky’s homepage:

http://www.lled.educ.ubc.ca/faculty/willinsky.htm
Public Knowledge Project website:

http://pkp.sfu.ca/
Books and Bibliographies
Bailey, Charles W., Jr. Open Access Bibliography: Liberating Scholarly Literature with E-Prints and Open Access Journals. Association of Research Libraries. 2005. 25 March 2007. http://www.escholarlypub.com/oab/oab.htm 

This authoritative bibliography available in PDF format contains over 1,300 entries and addresses the arguments and issues involved in the open access movement.  Most sources listed have been published between 1999 and 2004.

Jacobs, Neil, ed. Open Access: Key Strategic, Technical and Economic Aspects. Oxford: Chandos, 2006.

Willinisky, John. The Access Principle: The Case for Open Access to Research and Scholarship. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 2006.

Directories

DOAJ – Directory of Open Access Journals

Hosted and maintained by Lund University Libraries in Sweden, DOAJ is an on-line directory of scholarly journals that aims to increase the ease of use of open access scientific and scholarly journals from all subject areas and languages. Currently the DOAJ has 2,797 journal titles available on the World Wide Web that offer free, full-text, quality controlled articles.  

http://www.doaj.org/
E-LIS – E-prints in Library and Information Science

Formed in 2003, E-LIS is the largest open access archives for the Library and Information Science domain. Currently E-LIS houses 6,217 scientific and technical documents, published or unpublished, on topics related to librarianship and information science.

http://eprints.rclis.org/
Note: Many open access directories exist. To keep this resource guide manageable, we decided to list a couple of the potentially most useful ones for you.  



“The ideal library of the future will be one in which access to all materials and services (including electronic materials and services) will be freely available, without barriers” 

Michael Gorman, Our Enduring Values: Librarianship in the 21st Century (2000)   
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