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BASIC TOOLS FOR ANY 

PRESERVATION RECIPE



PRESERVATION V. CONSERVATION 
ïWHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

Â Preservation ïñThe activities associated with 

maintaining library and archival materials for use, 

either in their original physical form or in some 

other format.  Preservation is considered a 

broader term than conservation.ò

From A Library, Media, and Archival Preservation 

Handbook, by Dr. John N. DePew



WHAT IS CONSERVATION?

Â Conservation ïñThe treatment of library or 

archival materials, works of art, or museum 

objects to stabilize them chemically or strengthen 

them physically, sustaining their survival as long 

as possible in their original form.ò  

From A Library, Media, and Archival Preservation 

Handbook, by Dr. John N. DePew



FIRST ïDO NO HARM!!!

Proper shelving:

üMake sure the item is fully supported ï
i.e., nothing is hanging over the edge of 
the shelf.

üMake sure that oversized books are on 
shelves that are spaced to allow for the 
height of the items.  If this is not possible, 
shelve the books on their spines.  



PARTS OF A BOOK



WARNING!!!  WARNING!!!

Â DO NOT SHELVE 

BOOKS ON THEIR 

FORE EDGES!!!!

Â Over time, the bookôs 

text block will begin to 

separate from its case.  

Â The bookôs hinges will 

become loose and may 

eventually break. 


