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Alaska Library Association

Executive Board

· President – Jane Fuerstenau, ifjef@uaa.alaska.edu






· Past-President – Joe D’Elia, jdelia@city.kodiak.ak.us
· VP for Committees, Roundtables, & Chapters – David Ongley, david.ongley@tuzzy.org
· Co VPs for Conference – James Huesmann ffjlh3@uaf.edu
& Greg Hill greg.hill@fnsb.lib.ak.us





· Secretary – Joyce McCombs, deltalibrary@wildak.net
· Treasurer – Diane Ruess, ffder@uaf.edu
· ALA Representative – Charlotte Glover, charg@firstcitylibraries.org
· PNLA Representative – Helen Hill, hhill@ci.homer.ak.us
New YRCA Representative for Alaska – Jane Baird, BairdJH@ci.anchorage.ak.us
AkLA 2007 Memberships:

· Personal - 273

· Associate - 76

· Honorary - 44

· Institutional - 36

· Commercial - 24

AkLA has established a scholarship program to support the education of librarians for Alaska’s libraries.  Financial assistance will be provided to worthy students pursuing a graduate degree in library studies, and to encourage graduates to return to Alaska to work in professional library positions.  Preference will be given to an individual meeting the federal definition of Alaska Native ethnicity.  The amount available this year is $3,000.

AkLA’s 2007 conference was held in Juneau on February 22-25.  The 2008 conference will be held February 28-March 2 at the Fairbanks Princess Riverside Lodge in Fairbanks, AK.

Alaska State Library

The State of Alaska has changed its email addresses.  The new address protocol is firstname.lastname@alaska.gov.

The State Library’s FY2008 operating budget passed both the House of Representatives and the Senate unchanged and was signed by Governor Palin.  The capital budget did not contain funds for the design or construction of the new building for Libraries, Archives and Museums in Juneau.

Kerri Canepa accepted the position of Librarian/Coordinator for the Alaska Library Network.  Her initial responsibilities will include working with the Library Development team at the Alaska State Library to gain familiarity with statewide programs, meeting with librarians throughout the state, and eventually setting up and determining the structure of the Alaska Library Network.  She will be working from the Alaska State Library offices in Anchorage.

The Alaska State Library and the University of Alaska’s Office of Information Technology (OIT) have partnered to provide a new service called PL Techline.  During the 18-month period beginning March 2007, technical analysts will provide technical support services by telephone for Alaska public libraries.  The goal of the project is to document the IT support needs of public libraries which are currently not being met locally, and the extent to which such problems can be resolved by means of an IT help desk.  This program is made possible with grant funds from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and with matching funds from the Alaska State Library.

In April, the former “Databases for Alaskans” became “Digital Pipeline: Alaska’s conduit for information from articles and selected reference sources.”  The SLED* page web address remains the same: http://sled.alaska.edu/databases/home.html
*SLED (Statewide Library Electronic Doorway) was developed by the Alaska State Library and the University of Alaska libraries. Funding has been provided by the federal government, the Institute of Museums and Library Services, the State of Alaska, and the Rasmuson Foundation.

Nina Malyshev, head of Library Development with the State Library, resigned effective July 2, 2007 to pursue personal and professional ventures.  Initially, she will travel across the U.S. with her husband visiting family and friends.  In the spring of 2008, she will return to Anchorage to start an independent business as a consultant offering strategic planning, management training, and organizational consulting services.  Nina hopes to continue working with and supporting Alaskan libraries.

Katy Wallen, head of Information Services at the Alaska State Library retired on July 1.  Katy had a long and distinguished career of service to the State of Alaska, including 17 years at the State Library.

Della Matthis, Alaska’s E-rate coordinator for many years, retired on July 1.  Her successor, Valerie Oliver, is a past president of the Alaska Association of School Librarians and is the current recipient of the AkASL’s Linda K. Barrett Service Award.

Books

Alaska author Ann Chandonnet of Juneau recently won a national award for her food history, Gold Rush Grub (University of Alaska Press, 2005).  The American Association of School Librarians selected Gold Rush Grub as “an outstanding book for 2006.”  The reviewer wrote that one of the strengths of the book was that middle and high school students “will be able to relive the times from Alaska’s gold rush of the late 1800s and early 1900s by using this single book…”

Bruce Merrell, curator of the Alaska Collection of the Anchorage Municipal Library, and Frank Norris, historian for the National Park Services, collaborated on a project to identify the 67 books that best capture Alaska history.  The result, Alaska 67; A Guide to Alaska’s Best History Books, was compiled by the Alaska Historical Society and published by Hardscratch Press.  All 67 books are carefully annotated, making this book a beginning reference for those readers interested in exploring Alaska’s past.

AkLA’s Alaskana of the Year Award went to Dan O’Neill’s A Land Gone Lonesome: An Inland Voyage Along the Yukon River.

The First Annual Alaska Book Festival was held on July 13-14, 2007 in Fairbanks.

Libraries

The new Homer Public Library held their grand opening on September 16, 2006.  The facility is the first community-driven LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) building in Alaska, and the first LEED library in the state as well.  HPL achieved a silver rating from the U.S. Green Buildings Council.

ListenAlaska is a new library service that was launched in January 2007.  Library patrons of 13 Alaskan libraries now have access to a collection of digital audio books through the ListenAlaska pilot program which is supported in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services through the Library Services and Technology Act, and administered by the Alaska State Library.  The ListenAlaska digital collection is licensed through OverDrive Inc.

Girdwood had a groundbreaking ceremony for their new library in May.  The $5.1 million library and community center will be built next to the Girdwood Fire Station and will open in April 2008.

People

Brenda Artman Knavel lost her battle with cancer in September 2006.  She leaves behind her husband and two children, and many friends.  She gave many years of support to Alaska libraries and SLED, and was a volunteer on the Alaska Library Network Task Force at the time of her death.

National Archives director Tom Wiltsey (Anchorage office) took a job as senior archivist at the National Archives facility in College Park, Maryland.  Bruce Parham will be acting director at the Anchorage facility for an indefinite time.

Karen Keller is the new Municipal Library Director for Anchorage.  Karen performed exceptionally well as the acting Municipal Librarian and brings over 23 years of library experience to the job, as well as vision and passion for public libraries.

Dale DeArmond, well known Alaskan artist and former librarian (1958-1979) of the Juneau Public Library, died at the Sitka Pioneers Home in late November 2006.  Dale was a prolific artist and collaborated on many books that contain her distinctive wood engravings, especially illustrations of the mythology and folklore of Alaska.  In her honor, the Alaska State Museum in Juneau featured a special exhibition of her works in January 2007.

Jim Anderson, former UAF BioSciences Librarian, passed away February 6 after a long battle with ALS.  A profile of Jim may be found at http://www.uaf.edu/journal/extreme/findinggoldstream/ties/
Caitlin Dixon of Schoenbar Middle School in Ketchikan was recently elected to the 2009 Newbery Award committee.

Susan Grigg, head of the University of Alaska-Fairbanks’ Rasmuson Library’s Alaska and Polar Regions Department, passed away in early May at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota where she had gone to seek treatment.  At the time of her death, she was the Conference VP for the 2008 AkLA Conference to be held in Fairbanks next February.

Doris Welch of the Seward Community Library passed away suddenly on Tuesday, May 29.  Doris worked at the Seward library for 21 years, most recently in cataloging and interlibrary loans.

Dorothy Bishop, Library Director of the Soldotna Public Library from 1978-2002 died unexpectedly over Memorial Day weekend.  Dorothy was Soldotna’s first librarian and retired in April 2002 just short of her 25th anniversary with the public library.

