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Alaska Library Association
Executive Board
· President – Mary Jo Joiner, mjoiner@ci.kenai.ak.us






· Past-President – Jane Fuerstenau, ifjef@uaa.alaska.edu
· VP for Committees, Roundtables, & Chapters – Susan Mitchell, afsm1@uaa.alaska.edu
· Co VPs for Conference – David Ongley, david.ongley@tuzzy.org
· Secretary – Joyce McCombs, deltalibrary@wildak.net
· Treasurer – Catherine Powers, Catherine_powers@bethel.uaf.edu
· ALA Representative – Charlotte Glover, charg@firstcitylibraries.org
· PNLA Representative – Helen Hill, hhill@ci.homer.ak.us
YRCA Representative for Alaska – Jane Baird, BairdJH@ci.anchorage.ak.us
AkLA 2008 Memberships:

· Personal - 270
· Associate - 78
· Honorary - 45
· Institutional - 56
· Commercial – 22
AkLA’s 2008 conference was held in Fairbanks on February 28-March 2.  The 2009 conference will be held March 13-16 in Kodiak, AK.

Alaska State Library
Kay Shelton, Alaska’s State Librarian and Director of the Division of Libraries, Archives & Museums, announced Thursday that she plans to retire soon.  Her last day on the job will be September 30, 2008.
The operating budgets for the Division of Libraries, Archives and Museums passed the Legislature without cuts.  Alaska’s capital budget, which awaits Governor Sarah Palin’s approval, includes $7.5 million to plan a new building for the division.  If the building project is approved, groundbreaking could be part of celebrating Alaska’s 50th statehood anniversary in 2009.  The division, currently housed in three discrete (and inadequate) facilities, would be in one updated, safe and more efficient location that will protect Alaska’s cultural treasures and allow better access to researchers. 

Alaska Library Network

The Alaska Library Network was approved for incorporation as a non-profit organization on December 14, 2007.  Upcoming activities for ALN include applying for federal 501(c)(3) status and developing a business plan to guide ALN in the future.  The interim Board of Directors will work on membership and initial programs and services beginning in January.  All updates and news will be posted on the ALN website: http://alaskalibrarynetwork.org/news/  To date, 14 libraries have joined the new network.

Libraries

Governor Sarah Palin signed SB 119 into law on June 4.  The bill will provide funding for libraries in two ways: it will establish a School Library Collection Development program and a Public Library Building grant program.  Although neither program is currently funded, library supporters in Alaska are excited for the potential for the future.
Check Out a Fishing Pole @ Your Library…  The Kenai Community Library has established a new program that provides free checkouts of trout and salmon fishing poles for patrons 15 years and younger, with added-value educational opportunities like fly-tying classes and fish/game regulations handbooks.
