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Alaska Library Association
Executive Board
· President – Mary Jo Joiner, mjoiner@ci.kenai.ak.us






· Past-President – Jane Fuerstenau, ifjef@uaa.alaska.edu
· VP for Committees, Roundtables, & Chapters – M.J. Grande, mjgrande@juneau.lib.ak.us
· VP for Conference – Susan Mitchell, afsm1@uaa.alaska.edu
· Secretary – Joyce McCombs, deltalibrary@wildak.net
· Treasurer – Catherine Powers, Catherine_powers@bethel.uaf.edu
· ALA Representative – Charlotte Glover, charg@firstcitylibraries.org
· PNLA Representative – Helen Hill, hhill@ci.homer.ak.us
YRCA Representative for Alaska – Jane Baird, BairdJH@ci.anchorage.ak.us
AkLA 2009 Memberships:

Personal
309

Honorary
45

Institutional
31

Commercial
12

This year, AkLA will celebrate its 50th anniversary at the 2010 conference which will be held March 4-7 in Anchorage, AK (the same weekend as the start of the Iditarod sled dog race).  The conference organizers are pleased that the conference has attracted notable speakers such as Sherman Alexie (writer), Daniel Russell (Senior Research Scientist, Search Quality and User Happiness at Google), Chris Crutcher (author, educator, family therapist, and fiction author), Jack Dalton (professional storyteller, writer, and teacher), and David Peterson (author and illustrator best known for his Mouse Guard series).
Alaska State Library
As part of the celebration of Alaska’s fiftieth anniversary as a state, the state library staff compiled a short list of statehood related materials and early state documents.  The list is posted at http://www.worldcat.org/profiles/akstatelibrary/lists/420908.  Materials on the list are held by a number of Alaskan libraries.  Additional resources on Alaska’s 50th anniversary are on the Alaska Digital Archives at http://vilda.alaska.edu/ and the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission at http://www.gov.state.ak.us/ASCC/.
The Alaska state library staff has also prepared two book lists to mark the 20th anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil spill (http://www.worldcat.org/profiles/akstatelibrary/lists/607569) and the 45th anniversary of the Alaska Good Friday Earthquake (http://www.worldcat.org/profiles/akstatelibrary/lists/598033).
The state library has established a blog of selected reference questions and answers.  The blog is called “Since You Asked” and is available at http://askasl.blogspot.com/.  The questions are real but all identifying information of the asker has been removed.  The state library staff hopes the blog will illustrate the questions they get asked and the various resources they use to answer general interest questions.

Alaska Library Network

The Alaska Library Network received official notice of federal 501(c)(3) status on June 29, 2009.  The ALN board of directors is in place and is working on programs and services for member libraries.  Membership has grown from 14 to 62 libraries this year.  Information about ALN may be found at http://alaskalibrarynetwork.org.
Alaska Library News
Bruce Merrill retired on January 30, 2009 after 33 years as a librarian in the Anchorage public library and university library systems.  Bruce is a tremendous repository of Alaskan knowledge, history, and Alaskana.  He’s looking forward to seeing more of the Alaska he’s only been able to read about.  

