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AkLA’s 2009 conference will be held March 13-16 in Kodiak, AK.  Preconferences are scheduled for the 13th, and the regular conference sessions will be held from the 14th through the 16th.
Alaska State Library
Kay Shelton retired from her position as Director of the Division of Libraries, Archives, & Museums on October 31.  Kay began her Alaskan library service in 1970 as Head Librarian at the University of Alaska Juneau, then set up the Dept of Environmental Conservation Library with the Alaska State Library, was a reference librarian for Legislative Affairs Agency, an archivist at the Alaska State Archives and Head Librarian of the Information Services section of the Alaska State Library. In 1987 she became Head of Historical Collections for the Alaska State Library and held that position until 2005 when she became Director.  She has been a great leader for all of us in the Alaska library world and we wish her all the best.  Linda Thibodeau has been selected as the new Director and we are looking forward to working with her!

The Archives Rescue Corps (ARC) is a new Alaskan initiative to help preserve and protect archives throughout the state of Alaska.  The project is funded by a Connecting to Collections grant from IMLS.  Currently, only 29 Alaskan archives are listed with the Heritage Health Index and the condition of many Alaskan archives is unknown.  ARC will help locate unknown archives and provide caretakers with the training and tools needed to preserve their collections.  The State Library hopes to apply for a larger grant to assist with education and collection preservation when the ARC fact-finding is complete.

The Alaska Historical Collections of the State Library continues to work with the Board of Sheldon Jackson College in Sitka to ensure the safety of the collections in the closed Stratton Library.  Sheldon Jackson College, the oldest institution of higher education in Alaska, was forced to close the college after many years of financial troubles.  One of the main concerns, since the college has no funds to keep the utilities running, is the safety of the historical materials, including fragile plate-glass negatives by photographer E.W. Merrill as well as approximately 1,000 rare and first edition books about Alaska from the personal library of customs official C.L. Andrews.
Alaska Library Network

On September 10, twenty librarians from around the state met to participate in an ALN Work Camp.  The intense but productive meeting resulted in a set of priorities and action plans to help the newly formed ALN determine which programs and services to offer to Alaska libraries.  The interim board reviewed the suggestions from the Work Camp and selected 1) the creation of a database consortia and 2) the creation of an Alaska Digital Archives as ALN’s top two projects for the upcoming year.  In addition, the Coordinator will continue to work on other projects such as group purchase services and membership recruitment.  Nominations are now being accepted to accept the first formal ALN Board of Directors.  Details can be found on the ALN website: http://alaskalibrarynetwork.org.
