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Alaska Library Association

AkLA 2007 Memberships:

· Personal - 273

· Associate - 77

· Honorary - 44

· Institutional - 40

· Commercial - 24

The 2008 annual conference will be held from February 28 through March 2 at the Fairbanks Princess Riverside Lodge in Fairbanks, AK.  The theme will be “Raven About Libraries.”  Information about speakers and programs is not yet available.

Agenda items for the annual “Face to Face” meeting of the Executive Council on September 23-24 included:

· Development of a statewide Public Library Construction Grant program.

· AkLA scholarship grant increase.

· AkLA Financial Review.

· Conference 2008 update and approval of conference budget.

· Endorsement of ALA’s Resolution on the Use and Abuse of National Security Letters: On the Need for Legislative Reforms to Assure the Right to Read Free of Government Surveillance.

· Legislative Priorities for 2008.

· Approval of AkLA 2008 Budget.

Alaska State Library

State Library continuing education workshops held during FY2007 included:

· School Librarian Academy

· Native Librarian Focus Group

· Building Libraries workshop

· Youth Services workshop

State Library grants provided financial support to Alaska’s libraries in three categories: operating support, staff training support, and support for special projects.

· 104 operating grants awarded to libraries in 97 communities.

· 32 continuing education grants awarded to public library staff from 31 communities.

· 50 project-oriented grants awarded to 25 libraries.  Some examples were:

· ListenAlaska downloadable audio books

· Live Homework Help for students

· Automotive Reference Repair Center for DIY car repair

· Helping libraries pay for library catalog software

· Sending a SWAT team of librarians to completely organize and catalog the new school library in Hooper Bay after its devastating fire

· Cataloging a collection of political media materials documenting the early statehood period in Alaska

· Public Library Techline (a call-in service for public libraries experiencing technical problems

The State Library continues to support ongoing programs such as the Digital Pipeline (formerly Databases for Alaskans), Regional Services (books by mail to rural Alaskans), the ILL 800 phone number, reimbursement of ILL net lenders, and the Summer Reading Program.  The State Library continues to manage a two-year project to disburse $219,040 awarded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to support technology training, hardware and software purchases, and connectivity in Alaska’s libraries.

Library Services and Technology Act Alaska State Plan 2008-2012 was recently completed and is now posted at http://library.state.ak.us/dev/libdev.html#grants.

The photograph collection of anthropologist Frederica De Laguna documenting her research in Alaska between 1930 and 1978 became a permanent collection of the Historical Collections of the Alaska State Library in August.

Alaska Library Network

The legal process has begun to form the Alaska Library Network as an independent non-profit organization.  Kerri Canepa, ALN Coordinator, has developed an organizational plan, including articles of incorporation and bylaws.  She has also focused on creating a more user-friendly Digital Pipeline website and has worked with UAA staff to develop materials that can be downloaded and printed by librarians for patrons and staff.  Printable materials include bookmarks, brochures, business cards, posters and more to promote the Digital Pipeline.

Libraries

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) awarded funds to Native American tribal communities, Alaska Native villages, and a Native Hawaiian library.  Alaskan winners were:

· Arctic Slope Regional Corporation – Barrow, AK for “Nunaaqqiq 2.0” to build an online community exclusively for the people of the North Slope.

· Chilkat Indian Village – Haines, AK for “Klukwan Community/School Library: Weaving Library Services and Programs into Everyday Village Life.”

· Chilkoot Indian Association – Haines, AK to continue the “Dreamcatchers” partnership between the Chilkoot Indian Association and the Haines Borough Public Library.

· Sealaska Corporation – Juneau, AK for “Sealaska Electronic Cultural Research Access Project.”

· Organized Village of Kasaan – Ketchikan, AK for “Kasaan Library Enhancement Project.”

