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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA
A member of The Partnership, Canada's national network of provincial and territorial library associations.
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Submitted by Christine Sheppard, LAA Representative
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Alberta Library Conference

· April 26-29, 2007, Jasper Park Lodge, Jasper, AB www.albertalibraryconference.com
· “A Class Act: Celebrating Alberta’s Libraries”

· our conference hotel, Jasper Park Lodge, was sold out before the program even came out which presented some challenges. 
· over 800 delegates, speakers, students and guests attended the conference.
· estimated profit from ALC 2007 will be approximately $30,000
· ALC 2008 will be held April 24-27. The theme is “Reach out: Step Away from the desk.”
PNLA

The LAA Board has been concerned about the lack of communication regarding this PNLA conference. They would have liked to have played a part in the planning, even in a small way.  Despite many offerings of assistance to the conference committee over the past year, it was not until very recently that LAA was invited to bring greetings at the opening session. We are proud of our membership in PNLA but felt left out of the entire conference process despite it being held in our province.  We wish the conference much success but are disappointed that we were not able to be involved in a greater way.

The Partnership

The National jobsite is almost ready to launch and will provide one-stop shopping for job seekers and advertisers alike. 
Representatives from the provincial and territorial library associations were on hand at OLA Super Conference to receive The President's Award for Exceptional Achievement which acknowledges an outstanding action or contribution that has in a major or unique way enhanced or furthered librarianship in Ontario. 
LAA

LAA has joined with the Canadian Library Association in supporting federal Member of Parliament Merv Tweed's private member's bill on Canada Post's Library Book Rate. The bill will entrench and expand the National Library Book Rate for all libraries across Canada. This amendment will do two things. It will preserve a reduced rate for postage on books between libraries and expand the library book rate program to include magazines, records, CDs, CD-ROMs,
audio cassettes, video cassettes, DVDs and other audio-visual material, something Canadian libraries have been asking for since 1967.
"Check-Out the Writer" The Alberta Writer-in-Residence Project Background: The Writers Guild of Alberta (WGA) and the Library Association of Alberta (LAA) have teamed-up for the above project to take place in the Spring 2008 at each of the seven Regional Library Systems.  The benefits to both the libraries and the rural literary community will be innumerable.  Writer residences provide excellent opportunities for seasoned writers to mentor local and emergent writing talent; provide quality programming for libraries, including author readings and writing workshops; continue with their written work in a research and learning environment Funding and support of this project has been made possible through the generosity of WGA, LAA and a grant from Alberta Lottery Fund (CIP).
The Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Ray Danyluk, charged the community with articulating a vision for libraries in Alberta.  Not any vision, but a real vision; one that expresses impact on our communities; one that is sellable; and inspires stakeholders to take action. This, all on a timeline that allows documents to be compiled, vetted and launched in October. We trust that enough vision exists within the community that a unifying focus can be pulled together.  The vision for Alberta libraries cannot be about the library; the vision must focus on social impact.  The library is just the ‘how’ we’re going to make the change in the world.  Imagine the difference a unifying vision could make to our advocacy efforts.  Advocacy continues to be a struggle in the library community because there is no coherent, cohesive rallying cry that people can get behind. A vision expressing social impact is needed to spur people on. We look forward to the unveiling this fall.
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