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Alberta Library Conference


2009
· April 23-26, 2009, Jasper Park Lodge, Jasper, AB www.albertalibraryconference.com
· “Cultivating the Future: Seeds for Success”

· Keynote speakers: Carl Honoré (In Praise of Slow) and Jesse Brown, a writer and broadcaster living in Toronto. 
· over 700 library staff and public library trustees attended including 70 vendors in the trade show.
2010

· April 29 – May 2, 2010, Jasper Park Lodge, Jasper, AB

· “Alberta Libraries Rock”

· Keynote speakers Evan Solomen (CBC) and Max Valiquette (youth culture).
YRCA
The new YRCA representative for Alberta is Jocie Wilson. Jocie brings to this position a passion for books for youth and experience with the Young Readers' Choice Awards at a local level. She is currently a student at the School of Library and Information Studies at the University of Alberta, and she is a Library Assistant at the Whitemud Crossing Branch of the Edmonton Public Library. 



LAA
· The Advocacy Committee was pleased to finish its work on the updated and revised Advocacy guide: Advocacy: talk about libraries and influence the political process. The guide was distributed to LAA members via the listserv and a link was included on the LAA website. Uptake on the document through the library systems was quick with systems distributing the guide directly to member boards and also including a link to the guide on their own system sites. You can find the guide at www.laa.ca under Advocacy.

· Also in the LAA website Advocacy section, you will find Marketing 101: expanding the library’s customer base produced by Marigold Library System. This is a great tool for libraries to use to find out what seven things people need to know about the library in order to help increase its customer base. This publication helps guide libraries when planning a marketing program, refreshing existing communication tools or thinking about enhancing services and programs.

· LAA’s liaison to CLA’s Copyright Working Group keeps us informed on the federal Government's consultations on copyright that are currently underway until September 13, 2009.  The federal Government has undertaken a consultation process in regard to possible changes to the Copyright Act that includes:

· invitation only Round Table meetings in selected cities across Canada;

· open Town Hall meetings in Toronto and Montreal (so far);

· an online submission centre that provides an opportunity to respond to five key questions on copyright reform posed by the Government, and;

· an online discussion forum that gives you an online forum to talk to the Government and to each other about copyright.  

Further details of the copyright consultation process, including an audio recording and transcript of the proceedings of the round table meetings held in Vancouver and Calgary can be found at: http://copyright.econsultation.ca/.  In particular, you might wish review the Backgrounder found at: http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ic1.nsf/eng/04840.html.

· LAA and the Writers Guild of Alberta (WGA) have released a “Check out the Writer” e-Anthology. This celebration of written works by seven notable Alberta authors is the project finale from writers- in-residence in this first ever, province wide initiative. From March 1 to May 31st, 2008, Alberta’s seven regional library systems hosted this inaugural Writer-In-Residence Program. Funded by a CIP (Alberta Community Lotteries Grant) and with matching monies from the WGA, LAA and the WGA teamed up with libraries to provide “Check out the Writer!” that saw these accomplished writers from each community mentor emerging writers, review manuscripts and spend time, of course, working on their own craft –writing. In total, these writers touched over 2,300 people by conducting over 110 workshops, school visits and presentations on topics that included creative writing, getting published and the writing life.  This included 245 in-person consultations. You will find the anthology at http://www.laa.ca/docs/wired_writers/E_anthology_final_2008%20small.pdf
· Up to 50 LAA member volunteers have been invited to take part in a 1-year pilot test of a continuing education certification program, on behalf of The Partnership. Participants will begin recording their continuing education activities in September 2009 and end in August 2010, and help fine-tune the program through the process. Volunteers can include LAA Members who are librarians, library technicians or other library employees.  We are hoping for a good mix of urban, rural, public, special, academic, school, people with different kinds of jobs – public services, technical services, administration, solo library managers, employed or unemployed and librarians or library technicians working in non-traditional jobs who want to keep their library skills up to date. More information is available on the Home Page of the LAA website at www.laa.ca.
The Partnership

The Partnership is Canada's national network of provincial and territorial library associations providing the following programs and services to its members. These programs and services enhance the value of membership and provide a depth and richness that no one association can achieve on its own.


The Education Institute
The learning programs of The Partnership year-round are offered coast-to-coast through teleconference, Webcast and on-line. Special conferences and stand-alone face-to-face programs are available to all Partnership association members at preferred rates.

The Partnership Career Centre and Job Board
The joblines and jobsites of Partnership associations across Canada are now being integrated into a single coast to coast to coast Partnership Job Board service, the first stage in a new multi-pronged collective Career Centre. This will be augmented next fall by a consummate information centre about librarianship and library work, and a résumé database of Partnership association members. Editing and writing of material for the Web career information centre phase continues.

The Partnership Electronic Journal

Partnership: the Canadian Journal of Library and Information Practice and Research is a practitioner's journal of The Partnership published twice a year. Articles may be contributed at any time for publication consideration. Potential articles are reviewed by members of an editorial review committee. Articles fall into several categories. Feature articles on theory and research and on innovations in practice are in-depth, peer-reviewed articles and fall in the range of 1,000 to 5,000 words. Other types of articles include viewpoints, conference presentations, profiles, news and announcements, professional development and reviews. A writing team will support librarians who have little experience with research reporting. Fully approved by all Partnership association boards, the first issue appeared in late 2006.
80 BAKER CRES. N.W., CALGARY, ALBERTA  T2L 1R4  

      
         PHONE (403) 284-5818  FAX (403) 282-6646
OUTSIDE CALGARY 1-877-522-5550


      www.laa.ca

