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step away from the desk




Alberta Library Conference

· April 24-27, 2007, Jasper Park Lodge, Jasper, AB www.albertalibraryconference.com
· “Reach Out: Step Away from the Desk”

· Libraries and Library Boards are changing traditional service delivery in many ways. We are reaching out to our communities, bringing the library to more people, of all ages and cultures, outside the library walls. People in the community are using their library online without ever coming to the Circulation Desk. Reference librarians are leaving the Reference Desk to bring information to students wherever they are, across campus or via social software. Library Boards are taking up the challenge of planning to meet the needs of the younger generation and the growing population of the elderly in innovative ways. Our theme this year celebrates these developments and aims to support library staff and trustees in their activities to expand and enhance library service. Anne Abrams and Mary Dewalt are presenting a session at this conference.

· ALC 2007 had a profit of $40,000 which will distributed to ALTA (45%), LAA (50% $16,576.38) and ASLC (5%). This is the largest profit recorded since 1983. Our conference is held jointly with the Alberta Library Trustees Association and there is a division philosophically about mandating the conference to realize a profit.. This has become an unworkable situation since ALTA refused to approve the budget for ALC 2008. The two organizations are planning a facilitated meeting to discuss the goals for the conference and future cooperation or dissolution of the partnership.
The Partnership

· The National jobsite is up and running at www.libraryjobs.ca. It is a one-stop site for both employers and employees.  The site is being hosted by BCLA.

The Alberta Library

· Lois Hole Campus Alberta Digital Library

Lois Hole Campus Alberta Digital Library launched Sept 28, 2007. The launch included a new website for the program, which can be seen at www.lhcadl.ca. 

· AlouetteCanada & Alberta Digitized Collections

TAL has been asked to sit on board AlouetteCanada, a major digitization portal for Canadian digitized content. TAL will be the Alberta consolidation point/aggregate site for all Alberta digitized collections.

· Letter of Intent for Community Access Program Signed

Industry Canada has signed a letter of intent with APLEN for the Community Access Program to support public access in public libraries on behalf of 289 Alberta public libraries.

· Ask a Question Stats

Ask a Question total number of questions January – July 2007 = 7554. Alberta-based questions (i.e. about Alberta or originating in Alberta) have increased by 26.6 %. TAL has been working with SAIT, SLIS and Grant MacEwan to engage library students in answering virtual reference questions. Throughout 2007 students participated in answering reference questions online. Notably, a number of students continued to answer questions over the summer.

· Promotions for Canadian Library Month

APLEN has created a newspaper insert: Public Libraries: A Place for Everyone. It includes features articles for 10 libraries across the province. It will run in E. Journal, C. Herald as well as 97 Daily & Weekly papers across the province. An additional 65 000 copies will be distributed to public libraries across the province.

LAA
· LAA has received a CIP grant from Alberta Gaming. This money will provide $60,000 to fund residency programs for writers in each of our seven regional library systems during the period of January – March 2008.
· LAA is  currently discussing the need for directors and officers liability insurance. We reviewed a short summary of directors and officers liability insurance including where the 'risks' are and a sample risk assessment document, based on work done by other voluntary sector boards and on what TAL has done to date. It is likely that we will purchase a policy in the near future.
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