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Submitted by Christine Sheppard, LAA Representative

Alberta Library Conference 2010
· April 29 – May 2, 2010, Jasper Park Lodge, Jasper, AB

· “Alberta Libraries Rock”

· Keynote speakers Evan Solomen (CBC) and Max Valiquette (youth culture)
· Samantha will be formally invited as LAA’s guest.
Alberta campaign gets international recognition 
Books and beyond has been recognized as one of the best library marketing campaigns in the world, taking third place in the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) International Marketing Awards for 2009. Launched in 2008, the Books and beyond campaign was created not only to promote the exciting wealth of resources available at Alberta’s libraries, but to break existing stereotypes with a serious dose of irony. Featuring primarily 15-second TV and radio spots and online ads, the Books and beyond campaign features scenarios that show people using not only books but CDs, DVDs, the Internet and library programs for everything from climbing Mount Everest to roasting poultry. Each scenario comes with a twist (check out the campaign spots at www.booksandbeyond.ca).  American cable broadcaster TBS also featured two Books and beyond TV spots among the funniest ads from around the world (search the ads at www.veryfunnyads.com). 

School Library Services Initiative (SLSI)

Alberta Education established a School Library Services Initiative (SLSI) focused on reviewing K–12 school library services and support resource(s) across the province. To date, the Achieving Information Literacy, Standards for School Library Programs in Canada (2003) and other research in the area of school library services has been examined, as well as research relating to school library collaboration with other libraries. The Policy, Guidelines, Procedures and Standards for School Libraries in Alberta (1984) is currently under review.  The SLSI is coordinated by Alberta Education in consultation with a School Library Advisory Committee comprised of representatives from the College of Alberta School Superintendents; Alberta Teachers’ Association Specialist Councils—Alberta School Library Council; Educational Technology Council; Alberta School Boards Association; Association of School Business Officials of Alberta; Library Association of Alberta; Alberta Library Trustees Association; Alberta Association of Library Technicians; Alberta School Councils’ Association; Alberta Regional Library Systems; University of Alberta; and teacher-librarians (northern and southern Alberta). One of the recommendations of the Committee is to actively find ways for public libraries and schools to work together on student supports, co-location, staffing, literacy and sharing of resources, including videoconferencing. Municipal Affairs will continue to participate in the School Library Review. Municipal Affairs will actively encourage municipalities to consider co-location of libraries and school libraries in new subdivisions. 
LAA Pilots Continuing Education Certificate Program

LAA is piloting the Continuing Education Certification on behalf of The Partnership. Fifty library staff members from across the province  are participating in the pilot. This is an exciting opportunity for us to see how library staff maintain skills and learn new ones to better meet the changing needs of our users, advances in technology and the profession. We have created a Facebook Group for those who are interested in sharing their experiences or asking questions, please visit Library Association of Alb Continuing Education Certification Program Pilot to join the group.

Library Advocate Retires
Punch Jackson, Executive Director of Public Library Services at Alberta Municipal Affairs, retired October 30th. In addition to planning the first Netspeed Conference, highlights from Punch’s career include playing a lead role in the creation of Canadian Library Month, helping connect libraries to the SuperNet, helping finalize the first federal Community Access Program agreement, helping create electronic performance measures, bringing together the first meeting of Library Ministers, and helping found The Alberta Library and the Alberta Public Library Electronic Network. He will be greatly missed!
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