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Submitted by Michael Burris, British Columbia Library Association Representative

1. Current Initiatives:

· The Partnership (provincial and territorial library associations)

· The National Jobsite, launched in mid-June and hosted by has had over, 410,000 visitors and there have been 420 jobs posted. Two payments have been made to associations taking part. For example, as at December 2007 the Library association of Alberta has made $1064 from postings originating in Alberta. This revenue stream is a key focus of all Partnership endeavors.  

· The Partnership held a meeting at the annual Ontario Library Association Superconference. As ever, relations with the Canadian Library Association were a central theme.

· Books for BC Babies

· The current program is in full swing. The committee worked with the Canadian Broadcasting Company to develop a CD of original material to accompany this year’s book, Welcome Song for Baby.  I attended the CE launch at Vancouver Public Library, which was well attended by families.
· Freedom to Read Week

· BCLA is again distributing posters and supporting events, which are primarily being held in the Lower Mainland.
· Professional Experience Students

· BCLA will have two students working on projects this spring. One will be sorting through BCLA’s files and developing an archives policy, and one will be doing projects to update and enhance the website

· Libraries Across Borders – Assistance to Libraries Fund

· Held a very successful fundraiser and those funds ($5000) were matched by Yosef Wosk, who also pledged another $5000 in support for 2008.  Dr. Wosk has now donated over $40,000 to the ALF. LAB met and awarded $26,000 in grants to 8 library projects, most overseas, but one in a first nations library in Lillooet, BC.
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2. Liaisons:

· BC Coalition for School Libraries

· BC Courthouse Library Society

· IFLA 

· The satellite meeting IFLA’s Section on Library Services to Multicultural Populations is being held in Vancouver August 5 – 7, 2008. The website (www.bcla.bc.ca/ifla2008) is up, program submissions have been received and registration will begin soon.

· BC Freedom of Privacy and Association

· BCLA was a sponsor of the “Whistleblower’s Award” which is presented to people who have suffered for having exposed government (or other) misconduct. This year’s recipient was Gord McAdams, a former employee of the Ministry of Water, Air and Land Protection.

3. Board:

· Strategic Planning

· The Board has entered year two of the process, and the focus will b e on the newsletter, website and other means of communication. 
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4. Website

· Enhancements continue…more to come

5. Conference:

· Planning continues for the 2008 BC Library conference “Off the shelf and Out of the Box:  Creativity in Libraries”, scheduled for April 17-19 at the Best Western Richmond Inn and Conference Centre.  The Keynote Speaker will be Fred Kent, from the Project for Public Spaces (www.pps.org). The Plenary Session will be given by Bill Barnes and Gene Ambaum, the writers and artist behind the Unshelved comic empire (www.unshelved.com).  The program will have 10+ concurrent sessions this year, up from the traditional 6-7. This is reflective of the quality of the submissions and our move to a larger facility. For more information on the conference, visit www.bcla.bc.ca/conference
6. Provincial News:

· Library 2020 

· Discussions continue on how libraries in all sectors can work more collaboratively. There was a planning session on February 4, and a steering committee will be created at the next meeting.  For more information, visit http://library2020.bclibrary.ca/.

·    Bibliocommons

· Next phase of the project (beta sites) is underway

· Provincial ILS 

· PLSB is moving ahead with the Evergreen project. Evergreen, is an Integrated Library System (ILS), developed and maintained by a worldwide group of organizations and interested individuals, led by the Georgia Public Library Service. Training on the system has started
For further information, visit www.bcla.bc.ca
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