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BCLA Board of Directors - BCLA President for 2007-2008 is Deb Thomas, from Burnaby Public Library.  Vice-President/President Elect is Lynne Jordon, from the Greater Victoria Public Library.

Membership – BCLA currently has over 840 members, a level that approaches all-time highs. Membership revenue was $58,000, 16% higher than budgeted projections.

Financial Health – BCLA had an excess of revenue over expenses of $69,500 for 2007, bringing its unrestricted fund balance to $294,000.

2007 Conference: “Beyond Vision: Envisioning the Future” - the conference welcomed 535 delegates and over 70 vendor representatives to the Hilton in Burnaby. The keynote Speaker was Steven Johnson, author of Ghost Map and Everything Bad is Good for You.  I highly recommend Steven to anyone seeking an entertaining, thought-provoking speaker. His website is www.stevenberlinjohnson.com. 

Sponsorships and Advertising totalled $30,000. 

Overall the profit for the conference was $48,000. 

2010 PNLA Conference – is scheduled for August 11-14, in beautiful Victoria.  We have secured terrific summer rates for the Fairmont Empress (www.fairmont.com/empress). The 2010 conference will be a one-of-a-kind experience for all!

2008 IFLA Satellite Meeting – BCLA is one of the sponsors of the Satellite Meeting of IFLA’s Section on Services to Multicultural Populations, taking place in Vacouver on August 5-7, directly prior to the full IFLA conference in Quebec City. 350 delegates are expected. Other sponsors are Libraries and Archives Canada, the University of British Columbia, Simon Fraser University and Vancouver Public Library. BCLA is doing the facilities, registration and website, and I am sitting on the planning committee. The theme of the meeting is Multicultural to Intercultural: Libraries Connecting Communities.

Advocacy - BCLA has been active on many advocacy fronts, primarily through its very active Information Policy Committee. Over the past year, BCLA has supported a MP’s Private Bill calling for the Library Book Rate to be enshrined in law, sent a submission to the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission calling for less ownership concentration in the Canadian media industry and a greater diversity of voices in all media, worked with the Campaign for Open Government in expressing concern over changes to FOIPP legislation, lobbied the provincial government to cancel plans to move the Legislative Library, and submitted a response to the Canadian Institutes of Health Research Draft Policy on Access to Research Outputs (to name just a few). 

Books for BC Babies - BCLA is managing this program, and received a grant of $600,000 to provide funding for three years.  Year two is in full swing. (www.bcpl.gov.bc.ca/books4babies/)

Summer Reading Club & Teen Summer Reading Club – the summer reading club reached over 80,000 young readers across the province, while the completely online inaugural offering of the Teen SRC was also a huge success. For more information, visit the websites (www.kidssrc.ca and www.teensrc.ca). 

The theme of the 2007 SRC is “Catch the Reading Bug”. The theme of the Teen Reading Club is “Book Yourself a Trip”. The Teen club is being expanded to a year-round club, and a number of other provinces are taking part.

Project Management – BCLA continues to work with the Public Library Services Branch of the Ministry of Education to provide project management services for a number of initiatives, including: the OneCard program, Integrated Library Services initiative, Bibliocommons, portable laptop lab, downloadable audiobooks, Community Library Training Program and First Nations libraries.  

The Partnership – BCLA continues to work with other provincial library associations to develop and present services to members that enhance the stability of all associations and work to offer all members the best that all provincial associations have to offer. BCLA’s major contribution to the Partnership in 2007 was the development of the Partnership Job Board (www.libraryjobs.ca). This site provides “one-stop shopping” for a listing of library positions across Canada. You can scope searches by city, province, library type, specific library and job title.  Registered users can have postings emailed to them, and an RSS feed is being launched. The site is administered by BCLA and each member of the Partnership will derive revenue from postings from their province/territory.  In the first full month of use, the Job Board had over 50,000 hits.


The second major advancement from the Partnership was the launch of a new electronic journal - Partnership: The Canadian Journal of Library and Information Practice and Research. Two “issues” have come out and the response has been tremendous
Libraries Across Borders – BCLA’s work in this area continued as the Libraries Across Borders Interest Group funded projects in Eastern Ghana, Indonesia, Nepal, Guatemala and Uganda.  Dr. Yosef Wosk has donated an additional $15,000 over the next two years.  The Interest Group has also been doing fundraising, and BCLA has created the Assistance to Libraries Fund to track donations and grants.  

New Interest Groups – 2006-2007 saw the creation of two new groups reflective of the interests of BCLA members. The Vancouver Island and the Public Librarians Interest Groups are now part of BCLA.

Strategic Planning – BCLA has completed year one of its strategic planning process. Four working groups were established, two of which are subgroups of existing committees. The four groups are

· Governance

· Communication

· Continuing Education 

· Membership 

Each group has had a number of meetings, established terms of reference and a work plan.

Affiliation Agreements – an initiative that grew out of the strategic planning process that allows BCLA to work more closely with other groups (such as the Health Libraries Association of BC) for mutual benefit. HLABC will provide programming for the BC Library Conference and BCLA will extend member rates to HLABC members.
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