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Members of the British Columbia Library Association have been busy preparing for the 2010 BC Library Conference in Penticton.  This conference location is a geographic departure from the Lower Mainland, where the conference has been held these past few years.  It is expected to attract new participants from around the province and offer a different perspective to those who regularly attend the Conference.  The theme is “Seriously Entertaining:  Learning through Fun and Games” and continues to be a collaborative effort between BCLA, the BC Library Trustees’ Association, and the Health Libraries Association of BC.   In addition, the BC Library Conference will host a “Directors’ Day”, described as a “conference within the conference”.  This event is offered to library directors and members of senior management teams and focuses on the interests of senior decision makers.   It includes a stimulating agenda of events, and provides an opportunity to network with peers.

At the beginning of January, BCLA President Ken Cooley informed members that composition of the Association’s membership and the structure would be reviewed.    The BCLA Board has reconfirmed that while the two largest and most active segments of BCLA’s membership continues to be from the public and academic sectors, neither of these large groups is comprehensively represented on the BCLA Board.  The voting members of the BCLA Board also agreed that the Board composition should be wholly representative of its membership.   This is an ongoing discussion aimed at strengthening BCLA as an organization by streamlining its Board structure and by ensuring a fair, effective governance model.  At present, there are no deadlines for this discussion and no mandated outcome.

BCLA continues to be extremely fiscally cautious as it enters a deficit budget year. Expenses of all sorts from board meetings to telephone costs are being scrutinized by the staff and the Treasurer with a goal of cost containment. BCLA’s Executive Director’s hours have been reduced by one day per week, and the Accounting Clerk’s hours rolled back to the 2007 level. The Office Manager’s hours remain the same at full-time. President Ken Cooley has rejuvenated the somewhat dormant Fund Development Commitment and appointed current Treasurer Christina de Castell to take on the role of Chair of this important committee now and after her term ends. She will constitute a committee whose Terms of Reference will include grant-seeking, fund-raising, donations and the Board oversight of any service arrangements with outside agencies.

Beyond these association matters, most of BC’s publicly funded sectors—library, education, arts, social services—anxiously await the 2010 provincial budget due to be brought down March 2. There are concerns that further serious cuts will be made to funding 

across all these sectors. BCLA, BCLTA and the Association of BC Public Library Directors have a web site campaign, “BC Libraries Change Lives : Share Your Story” that aims at demonstrating the value of libraries to BC’s citizens—a lower key, and longer lasting advocacy effort that the earlier “Stop the cuts” approach. http://www.bclibrarieschangelives.ca/index.html 
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