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President’s Report

August, 2009

The Board meeting held in February included a meeting with Lynn Melby of Melby, Cameron, and Anderson.  Lynn led your Board in a strategic planning session. 
We are in an information gathering stage as far as deciding the details of what are the best directions for PNLA’s future.  In March and April I traveled to the annual conferences of the Alaska Association, Oregon, British Columbia, and Alberta, while Samantha Hines was able to attend Washington and Montana’s conferences. 
It has come very strongly home to me that the member associations and PNLA are a community, and not just a community, but a family.  The bonds we share go back 100 years to the Alaska-Yukon Exposition, held in Seattle.   Librarians saw then the need for an organization which would draw the libraries and librarians of the Pacific Northwest together, and help provide the support that huge distances and vastly differing terrains made so difficult.  Although technology has greatly enhanced communication, many of the same issues still exist.

I have come to realize that at our February meeting, we were focusing on only one portion of the puzzle.  We should be thinking not just about what PNLA can do for each organization, but what each group (or family member) can do for the other.  I know that some or our members are larger organizations and can provide services for their members that the library associations from states or provinces with much smaller populations cannot.  Perhaps PNLA can help to act as a facilitator for the sharing some of those strengths.  Certainly we all have much to share, however it is accomplished.  

Of course, the PNLA Annual Conference is one very direct way we can share with each other, as is the Quarterly.  But I know there must be more ways, and I will work with our board and each association to help devise ways to strengthen our bonds and share our expertise and that much needed support of Pacific Northwest libraries and the people who work in them.
The conference committee, headed by Samantha Hines and Mary Lou Mires has worked hard to put together a great conference for us in Missoula.  Be prepared for a wonderful time, and I’ll see you in Missoula!
